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The Impact of Covid-19 on Real Estate and Office Trends 
 

 

Wondering about the long-lasting impacts of 
Covid-19 on the office space? Locatee Co-CEO 
Myriam Locher predicts what’s still in store.  

 
Over the past two years, Covid-19 presented a constant flow of new developments and 
challenges for the workplace. We've witnessed office building occupancy levels drop globally 
along with repeated, and often unsuccessful, attempts to return back to the office. 
 
During this time, customers facing critical and potentially life-changing decisions have relied 
on data gathered from Locatee. Their positive feedback and messages have been heartening 
reminders of our purpose at Locatee. 
 
We’ve seen how: 
 

• Pandemic task forces are using space utilization data to plan and ensure smooth shifts 
between working from home and the office. 

• Facility management teams are informing cafeterias how many people to expect for 
lunch and advising their employees when to go eat to avoid overcrowding. 

• Management teams are relying on daily workplace occupancy data to optimize their 
portfolio as they bring their workforce back into the office. 

 
Despite the difficult circumstances, I believe that the role of office buildings, and by extension, 
Corporate Real Estate, Facilities, and Workplace functions, are more important now than ever 
before.  I also think this pattern will continue once we emerge from the global crisis and 
restabilize in our new normal. I see two main reasons for this: 
 
 
We’ve understood first-hand how flexible work can be 
For many knowledge workers, the office building was the only place to get work done before 
all of this.  
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The role of office buildings, and by extension, Corporate 
Real Estate, Facilities, and Workplace functions, are more 
important now than ever before.  

Companies reacted quickly,  investing heavily in enabling their employees to work from home 
and keeping operations running as smoothly as possible. After two years of working from 
home, office employees are coming out of this experience adept at hybrid or remote working. 
This has had a tremendous impact on how we view work.  
 
 
We’ve also tested the limitations of remote working 
Despite pushing the frontiers and boundaries of what we can achieve working from home, 
we’ve undoubtedly also understood its limitations:video call burnout, anyone? We’ve had a lot 
of time to learn what we can and cannot achieve with a lack of in-person interaction.  
 
That is to say: yes, while we can hold virtual coffee meetings, this will not displace face-to-
face discussions. As knowledge workers, we have first-hand experience on this now. In the 
absence of a physical office, many have recognized the valuable role it played in engendering 
a collaborative and productive workforce.  
 
In addition to sharing with you the above thoughts and use cases, the contents of this 
playbook are geared to facilitate your mission as workplace decision-makers as we continue 
together to navigate through these uncertain waters in the world of work.  
 
 
—Myriam Locher, Co-CEO at Locatee 
  



 



 

 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/jackkelly/2021/05/05/goldman-sachs-tells-employees-to-return-to-the-office-by-july-14-as-wall-street-pushes-back-on-the-work-from-home-trend/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2020/10/01/twitter-work-from-home/
https://www.vox.com/recode/22583549/apple-employees-petition-work-home-employee-activism


 



 





 

https://www.themavericksindia.com/beyondcovid
https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/amid-wfh-burnout-indian-professionals-want-to-return-to-office-survey-121091401055_1.html
https://www.bbc.com/worklife/article/20200430-is-china-going-back-to-normal-coronavirus-covid-19


 

 

 

 

https://lct.ee/3LycBqa


 

https://lct.ee/3LEOndK


https://lct.ee/3gKuzHX
https://lct.ee/3gKuzHX






 

 

https://lct.ee/3BBVkYN


 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

https://lct.ee/3uThNiv
https://lct.ee/3uThNiv
https://lct.ee/3rQWGLH


 



 

  

https://www.zurich.com/en/knowledge/topics/future-of-work/employers-navigate-new-challenges-as-post-pandemic-workplace-takes-shape
https://www.zurich.com/en/knowledge/topics/future-of-work/employers-navigate-new-challenges-as-post-pandemic-workplace-takes-shape


https://lct.ee/3LB0Jnc
https://lct.ee/3LB0Jnc
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It’s Locatee’s mission to enable workplaces that 
employees love by providing the workplace insights 
you need to make confident decisions in line with 

your company’s goals and employee needs.

Contact us to learn more.

Locatee is the leading workplace analytics solution that 
transforms data into insight. 

Locatee USA Inc.

134 N 4th St Brooklyn, NY 

11249, USA

+1 917 877 0197

Locatee AG

Albisriederstrasse 243a

8047 Zurich, Switzerland

+41 43 508 52 23

hello@locatee.com

www.locatee.com

https://lct.ee/3rQWGLH
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